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LEST WE FORGET





On April 23rd, 2003 a new stained glass window in the Nurses’ Memorial Chapel, was unveiled by Professor Dame Anne Salmond, chairperson of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust. 


The window was designed and constructed by Stephen Belanger-Taylor of Geraldine, and is in memory of all New Zealand Army Nurses who served their country in war and to those who lost their lives in the course of duty during the first and second World Wars.


The windows depict a World War I nurse in her ward uniform with the Aegean Sea behind her and a sketch of the British troopship ‘Marquette’ which was torpedoed in the Aegean on October 23, 1915. The other panel shows a World War II nurse in her grey “stepping out” uniform with the sands of the desert in the background and the pyramids at her feet.


Above these two figures is the 1901 five-pointed star registration medal surrounded by six medals – (clockwise from top) the CBE,  the Association of the Royal Red Cross, NZANC (cap badge with the Crimean Lantern), the international Florence Nightingale Medal, the RNZNC uniform badge and the Royal Red Cross (1st class) medal.  


The yellow and black bands in the back ground of the window are a stylised cross. 


Stephen Belanger-Taylor said the Nurses’ Chapel was one of his more difficult commissions. Rendering the nursing medals in glass required techniques used in medieval heraldry and much of the etching was done with hydrofluoric acid, one of the nastiest acids known to man. Only antique hand-blown glass was used in the design, some of it produced by Belanger-Taylor’s wife, Denise, a stained-glass designer.                            


The window was unveiled in the presence of those who had donated the $40,000. We are grateful to everyone who made the window possible.


Other highlights of the service was an address by Lt Colonel Gerard Wood, NZANC and the singing of the “Red Rose of No Man’s Land” by the Kilmarnock Edition – John Doig, Richard Butler, Dayle Hadlee and Murray Compton.





 








NZ Flag and Holder





We are grateful to Mr B.J.Clark and the Papanui RSA for presenting us with a New Zealand flag and holder. This is something we have been wanting to acquire for the Chapel for a long time.








Fredrick  George Gurnsey





1868 – 1953





Fifty years on, it is fitting that we pay tribute to this wonderful artist and share the beauty and charm of his work.


In the late 1920’s he was given  one of his most important religious commissions; the oak altar reredos (wooden panel behind the altar) and four ridel posts at the  Nurses Memorial Chapel.


The altar, originally joined to the reredos, is relatively plain with a simple canopy of perpendicular   gothic tracery. The central panel, in light stained oak, of “The Pelican in its Piety” symbolises the sacrifice of Christ.


The reredos is far richer, with the surface well adorned. The canopy consists of a series of elaborately cusped ogee, arches. Thistles, roses, shamrocks and vines decorate the outer frame. Tudor roses  and vines surround the gilt crucifix.


On either side of this are reliefs of “Christ Healing the Sick” and “The Good Samaritan”. Effective too, are the solemn statuettes of St John the Evangelist and the Virgin Mary, she with restrained grief tilts her head towards the “Risen Christ”.


We remember with pride one of the greatest carvers ever to have worked in New Zealand.
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Christchurch Women’s Hospital





Like Topsy it is growing upwards. The boundary fence, at present, excludes the sight of all construction activity. During the 10 months since commencement, functions at the Chapel have run without incident. We are grateful to Hawkins Construction for their co-operation.





The new stained glass window in the Nurses’ Memorial Chapel





ANZAC DAY





This years’ Anzac Day service was organised by Bernadette Brunton, the Friends of the Nurses Chapel Secretary. Guest speaker was Lt. Colonel John Masters (O.N.Z.M, M.C, J.P.) who spoke from the heart about the nursing profession. As a sick soldier he was nursed by the N.Z.A.N.C. He later married a nurse and in retirement has had several operations so has a very good understanding about the nursing profession.


The Army Cadets were also present and their participation is always appreciated. One cadet was wearing with great pride his Grandfather’s World War II medals. The poem, “In Flanders Fields” by John McCrae, was read by Lieutenant Neil Helliwell.                
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75th Anniversary of 





Chapel Opening





The Chapel celebrated its 75th Anniversary on July 25th, 2003.


The service, conducted by the Rev David Morrell from the Anglican City Mission, celebrated many landmarks in the Chapel’s history. It took us back in time to the sinking of the Marquette and to the reading of the letters written recommending the building of the Chapel.


The address was given by Mr Syd Bradley, Chairman of the CDHB, who later presented  the Christchurch Hospital silver medal to the five veteran nurses present  (two of these nurses were in training when the chapel was being built).


Two beautiful chairs, © 1889, from the first nurse’s home, which had been restored were blessed. 


The Cathedral Grammar choristers sang “Jubilate Deo” and “Calmly Trust the Lord”.


The Rev Peter Williams from “St Michaels” gave the final blessing and the choristers and the audience sang ‘Happy Birthday to the Chapel’.


Both Rev David Morrell and Rev Peter Williams wore the beautifully embroidered chapel vestments.  


Afternoon tea followed the service.








COMING  EVENTS





Supervisors Morning Tea





Saturday, October 18th


At 10.30am.





We hope all the special people who make themselves    available to supervise in the Chapel will join   the Committee for Morning Tea. This is our way of saying thank you.





********





Book Launch





Thursday,


October 23rd


At 2pm





Anna Rogers will launch her book “While You’re Away” New Zealand Nurses at War 1885 – 1945  on the anniversary of the sinking of the Marguette, October 23rd, 2003, at 2pm, in the Nurse’s Chapel.





This is your invitation and you are welcome to wear your medals.














