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The Christmas season has come around
very fast hence this newsletter is a little late
as we all navigate the busy season. We are
looking forward to a restful summer, which
is looking like the weather will be very hot
and dry. The Chapel will be closed over the
festive season from 24 December and
reopening on 10 January 2026.

Events at the Chapel

Wedding - Cecilia and Richard Rutherford

We have had a few weddings at the chapel
this year which is a delight to see. It is
lovely to see the chapel being used for
different events.

There have been a few nursing reunions
celebrations at the chapel, which is always
lovely to talk with nurses who hold the
chapel in special memories. The nursing
class of 1964 visited the chapel.

Rick Acland organised for a doctor group
who graduated in 1975 to visit the chapel.
Robyn Bisset gave a talk about the chapel
and Paddy Cotter and Rick also spoke. The
group really enjoyed their time at the
chapel.

The baby loss Remembrance Service was
held at the Chapel on Tuesday 14™ October
and was facilitated by Donna Reid, Chaplin
at Christchurch Hospital.

We had a Xmas celebration in November to
thank the volunteers for the outstanding
work you all do to keep the chapel open.
This year members of the Chapel Trust and
Friends Committee joined the celebration.
We also honoured the Hospital Visitors
Library Association (HLVA) formally
known as the Hospital Visitors Ladies
Association. There i1s a Margaret Merrill
Rose and Plague placed in the garden to
honour 185 years of HLVA at Christchurch
Hospital. Three members of the Association
joined us for the occasion.

ANZAC DAY

The ANZAC Day Service was held at the
Chapel again this year. There was a great
turnout with representatives from the
Defence Force, RSA, The Trust and Friends
Committee and members. It was a very
moving service with Beth Wyn-Williams
speaking about the WWII Nurses who were
from Christchurch given it was the 80"
anniversary of the end of WWIIL. Robyn
Bisset read the names of the Nurses who are
remembered at the chapel finally the Last
Post. We will be hosting another ANZAC
Day service next year on 25 April 2026.

The white crosses were placed on the grass
in the Chapel Garden the week before
ANZAC Day.
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Avonside Girls’ High School and Shirley
Boys’ High School hosted a very special
ANZAC Day Pop-Up Exhibition in our
shared library space. Over the course of two
days, we welcomed Year 5 to 6 students
from Shirley Primary and Waitakiri School
to take part in an exhibition.

It was a true team effort between our two
schools. Avonside senior History students
led the poppy-making workshop, where
visiting students created their own poppies
and learned about the symbolism behind
them. We are fortunate to be the only
schools in the country to have the
experience due to our local connection to
the RSA who are in charge of producing
poppies for the entire country. Shirley
Boys’ senior History students delivered
excellent sessions on the meaning and
historical background of ANZAC Day,
helping younger students understand why
we remember.

We were incredibly lucky to be joined by
SBHS Oldboy Captain Mike Whitty, along
with Lance Corporals Hartley and Jack
from the New Zealand Defence Force, who
brought along a range of military
equipment and shared their personal
insights with students. The hands-on
experience and real-life stories really made
an impact.

A major highlight of the exhibition was the
arrival of a 105mm Howitzer, proudly
brought in by Skin Frances (Captain,
Retired RNZA). It was an unforgettable
experience for the students and even staff
alike connecting us to New Zealand’s
military history.

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to
Cheryl English and Andrea Grieve from the

Christchurch Nurses’ Memorial Chapel,
who shared moving stories about the role of
nurses in wartime, and the Marquette
sinking on 23 October 1915. Their
contribution added an important and often
overlooked perspective to the exhibition.
They are currently researching and
collating for release in early September,
Christchurch Hospital trained nurses who
served during WW2 and have so far
discovered 100 nurses.

We would like to extend a special thank you
to Skin Frances (Captain, Retired RNZA)
for his generosity, passion, and the many,
many hours he put in behind the scenes to
make this event happen.

AGM

The next AGM will be on Saturday 10
May 2026, at Manawa in Antigua Street.
There have been a few changes in the
Friends of the Nurses’ Memorial Chapel
Committee. We say farewell to Cheryl
English, Ann Morrison and Jude Turner. We
welcome Kelly Robertson as Secretary and
Helen Tregenza as Treasurer.

Long Serving Members of the Chapel

Cheryl English has stepped down this year
from her role as Secretary. Cheryl has been
involved in the chapel since 2008 and
started on the Friends committee in 2010
and the Trust in 2012. Cheryl has been an
asset to the chapel and her wealth of
knowledge and family connections to the
chapel are well recognised. Her
involvement in the 2015 Centenary
commemorations and assisting with the
writing of the play “Roses of no Man’s
Land”, the restoration and reopening of the
chapel and the archival research for the
book “Stand for all Time”, have been a few
of the projects that Cheryl’s wealth of
knowledge and research has contributed to.
We will very much miss Cheryl’s input but
are very glad that Cheryl will still be
involved in the chapel as a volunteer.

Ann Morrison has also resigned from the
Friends Committee and the Trust. Ann
started with the trust as an auditor in 1993.
Thank you, Ann for your dedication and
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commitment to the chapel. We have
appreciated your expertise in collating the
chapel accounts in the role as treasurer and
accountant. Ann has been involved in the
restoration and reopening of the chapel, the
Centenary Celebrations and many other
events. Ann has been an integral part of the
friends committee and trust. We thank you
for your dedication and commitment for the
last 38 years.

As Jude Turner steps down from the
museum group, we reflect on her
contribution to the Chapel for nearly forty
years.  While nursing at Christchurch
Hospital, she immediately joined Jennie
Hamilton in the successful campaign to
save the Chapel in the late 1980s. As an
inaugural Trustee, she was there when
Dame Cath Tizard reopened the Chapel in
1992. She helped with the design of the
beautiful gardens. Nowadays she helps
Louise with winter pruning, and she and
Jennie keep the garden seats in pristine
order.

There are miles of things to thank Jude for.
As part of the museum group, she led the
Thursday Group in the huge job of sorting
out the collection when we were at Wigram,
and helped set up the museum when we
returned. She set up a display for children,
and wrote a brochure about Florence
Nightingale.

This September, Jude, Jennie and Andrea
“manned the decks” to keep the Chapel
open for six days in a row, such is their love
of our beautiful Chapel. We are really going
to miss you Jude, you deserve a relaxing
and happy future.

Thank you from us all
Nanette

Memorial Book

We have had a few visitors who have visited
the chapel and looking for a relative in the
memorial book. The resource that Lauren
Harcourt has indexed has been an
invaluable resource to have. Thank you to
Lauren Harcourt.

Website

The website has been updated to promote
weddings and events at the chapel. We also
have new signage outside the chapel that
was prepared by Jennie Hamilton and has a
great photo of the chapel on it. Thank you,
Jennie. Thank you to Wendy Maddocks for
designing the QR code for the poster and for
administering the Chapel Instagram site.

Resources

We have a plentiful supply of tea towels
cards, garden maps, tote bags and Anna
Rogers book “Stand for All Time” and
ANZAC Poppy Brooches.

Museum News

Our World War Two Nurses

Over 350 visitors came to the Chapel during
the first week of September, as we marked
80 years since World War 2 ended.

Our display remembered the lives of the
101 nurses from Christchurch Hospital who
served. They nursed in England, North
Africa, Greece, Syria, Palestine, Italy and
the Pacific. Nurses were deployed in New
Zealand General Hospitals, Casualty
Clearing Stations and on hospital ships.
Some went on to Japan after the war.

The display featured aspects of wartime
nursing, and the conditions the nurses faced
as they followed shifting battle lines. As
well as contending with battle injuries and
diseases such as dysentery, our nurses
coped with swings in temperature, dust,
mud, fleas and flies. Administering the new
sulpha drugs for dysentery and penicillin
when it became available later in the war
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helped to control infection. "The escape
from Greece" video gave the families a real
idea of what our nurses experienced while
overseas.

It was a great team effort — Jennie, Beth,
Wendy, Lauren and Andrea spent months
preparing exhibits. Andrea's knowledge is
amazing. Visitors wanting stories about
their mothers, aunts and kin were greeted
by Andrea who shared profiles. Some
relatives brought their children to learn
more about these remarkable women.
Informal photos showed how army nurses
relaxed. We thank the families of the late
Mona Grenfell (née Quayle), Enid
Greenslade, Lorna Tosswill (née Preston),
and many others.

Special thanks to the Canterbury Officers’
Club for their generous financial support.
If you missed the exhibition, visit
https://www.cnmc.org.nz/resources/museu
m/world-war-2-nurses-from-christchurch

Nanette Ainge
Convenor, NMC Museum Sub-committee.

Heritage Week

Heritage week this year attracted a lot of
visitors. The Museum committee displayed
the WWII Nurses display that was used in
September. Beth Wynn-Williams, Wendy
Maddocks and Nanette Ange gave a talk on
WWII Nurses — Life and Lessons. This
display has been very popular. A big thank
you to all those who made this so
successful.

Volunteers

We have welcomed many new volunteers
this year and have said goodbye to some of
our long serving volunteers. Thank you for
all your service.

Our volunteers continue to support the
Chapel by doing a shift once or twice every
4-6 weeks to enable us to keep the Chapel
open 3 days a week. If you are a volunteer
and not able to fulfil your allocated shift,
please, using the volunteers contact list try
to find someone who may be able to swap

with you. Volunteers are all very obliging
and will help if they can.

If you have a friend or know of someone
whom you think would enjoy being a
volunteer, please let me know. We are
always looking for new people.

Membership

With careful consideration from the Friends
Commiittee, it has been decided to increase
the membership fees. These will be
discussed at the AGM in May.

Life Membership: $175.00
Adult: $30.00
Senior: 25.00

We are always trying to build our
membership, so if you know of any past or
present nurses who would be interested in
joining the Chapel family, please encourage
them to do so. When renewing your
subscription please ensure all your details
are up to date for us to accurately maintain
the data base. All membership fees can be
paid through the internet banking or
through our website. Please include your
name and subscription amount.

Please confirm we have your correct
membership details, and you consent to the
Chapel sending you newsletters and
updates on Chapel events by emailing
chapelfoc@gmail.com

The Friends Bank account number is
Westpac 03 1707 0017417 000

Have a safe, enjoyable and festive season.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Steph Cook
President
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